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Wellman 10-ton Electric Overhead Travelling 


Crane equipped with special six-coil handling at- 


tachment for transporting aluminium coils. 


The crane is one of twenty eight ranging in 
capacity from 10 tons to 55 tons which we 
designed and constructed for a leading industrial 


undertaking. 


We specialize in the design and development of 


handling equipment to meet unusual conditions. 
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W. L. JAMES, J.P. 


ILLIAM LAVENDER JAMES was born at Stockton-on-Tees and was educated 
W at Middlesbrough High School. He commenced his career under his uncle, 
Sir John E. James, in 1912, in the General Laboratory of the Cargo Fleet 

lron Company, Limited, thus continuing a family connection with the iron and stee 


industry unbroken for more than |50 years. 


In August, 1914, he was mobilized with the Yorkshire Hussars, and served in France 
with the 50th (Northumberland) Division; he was invalided home in 1915. Early in 
1917 he was commissioned in the Royal Field Artillery, serving overseas with the 
62nd (West Riding) Division. After the Armistice he spent a short period in the 
Army of Occupation in Germany. 


He returned to the Cargo Fleet Works in 1919 to resume his training, first in 
the manufacture of coke and by-products, then in iron manufacture, and eventually 
in the manufacture of steel. 

In 1926, Mr. James joined The United Steel Companies, Limited, as Bar Mill 
Manager of the United Strip and Bar Mills, Sheffield, and two years later he became 
Cogging and Billet Mill Manager. From 1929 to 1933 he was Superintendent of 
Rolling Mills, Roll Turning and Design, at Steel, Peech and Tozer Limited. He was 
then appointed to the Workington Iron and Steel Company as General Works 
Manager, and became a Director in 1938. On his appointment to the Board of 
the newly-formed Distington Hematite Company, Limited, he became responsible 
for the selection of key personnel for training in electric steelmaking, and supervised 
the operation at the Workington Iron and Steel Works of the first electric arc furnace 
in Cumberland. 

From 1943 to 1948 he was in charge of production at the Shotton Works of John 
Summers and Sons Limited, first in the slabbing and hot and cold strip mills and later 
in the two open-hearth plants. He took up his present appointment as Director and 
General Manager at the Normanby Park Works of John Lysaght'’s Scunthorpe Works 
Limited in April, 1948, and since then has been in charge of their £114 million expansion 
scheme. 

Mr. James was Chairman of the West Coast Ironmasters’ Association from 1935 
to 1936 and again from 1940 to 1943. He is Director of Tarmac (Scunthorpe) 
Limited and of The Scunthorpe Rod Mill Limited, and is Chairman of the Normanby 
Park Tar Co-operative Scheme. He was appointed a Justice of the Peace for the 
Parts of Lindsey (Lincolnshire) in June, 1950. He is President of the Lincolnshire 
Iron and Steel Institute for the Session 1952-53. 











W. L. James, J.P. 


Honorary Member of Council, 1952-53 
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